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Our vision : | can do all things through Him who strengthens me.

(Philippians 4:13)

At Hillhouse Church of England Primary School we provide an environment where
everyone is safe, secure, challenged and supported to achieve their true potential
within a Christian community. We recognise as part of God's family we are all unique
and beautiful and together we can achieve anything.
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Our aims for our children at Hillhouse are

e Our children are happy in school

They all reach their full potential in a school, which they enjoy and benefit from a broad and
balanced curriculum.

Our children are confident, with self-respect, self-discipline and self-esteem.

Each child is a valued and self-motivated member of the school community.

Our children respect others and are honest, fair, responsible and polite

They develop an understanding and awareness of the world in which we live.

We follow nine Gospel Values which underpin everything that we do. Our Gospel Values are:
Respect, Responsibility, Wisdom, Hope, Compassion, Courage, Perseverance, Justice and Forgiveness.

Above all, at Hillhouse Primary School, we aim to make the children’s experiences at school happy and
secure within a caring Christian environment

Introduction

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to the learning and development of all children from birth to
the end of the Reception Year. Here at Hillhouse CE Primary School we have two Reception Classes,
Ladybirds and Bumblebees.

Early childhood is the foundation on which children build the rest of their lives. It is not just a preparation for
the next stage but is vitally important in itself.

Learning for children is a rewarding and enjoyable experience in which they explore, investigate, discover,
create, practise, rehearse, repeat, revise and consolidate their developing knowledge, skills, understanding
and attitudes. During the Foundation Stage, all of these aspects of learning are brought together effectively
through playing and talking.

Aims/Objectives

At Hillhouse CE Primary School we aim to provide the highest quality care and education for all our children
thereby giving them a strong foundation for their future learning. We create a safe and happy environment
with motivating and enjoyable learning experiences that enable children to become confident and
independent learners. We value the individual child and work alongside parents and carers to help every
child reach their full potential.

As outlined in the ‘Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage’:

‘Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their potential.
Children develop quickly in the early years and a child's experiences between birth and age five have a major
impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right. Good
parenting and high quality learning together provide the foundations children need to make the most of their
abilities and talents as they grow up’

Statutory Framework of EYFS




At Hillhouse CE Primary School we adhere to the ‘Statutory Framework of the EYFS’ and the four guiding
principles that shape practice within Early Years settings:

e Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and
self-assured;

e Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships;

e Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences respond to their
individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents/ carers;

e Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates.

As part of our practice we:

Provide a balanced curriculum across the seven curriculum areas, using play as the vehicle for learning;
Promote equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice.

We provide early intervention for those children who require additional support;

Work in partnership with parents and carers;

Plan challenging learning experiences, based on the individual child, informed by observation and

assessment and by the children’s own ideas and interests;

Provide opportunities for children to engage in activities that are adult-initiated, child-initiated and
adult supported;

Provide a secure and safe learning environment indoors and outdoors.

EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE CURRICULUM

We plan an exciting and challenging curriculum based on our observation of children’s needs, interests, and
stages of development. We aim to deliver a creative and broad curriculum based around the seven areas of
learning, which enable the children to achieve, and to succeed as we help to prepare them for the next stage
of their educational journey.

All seven areas of learning and development are important and interconnected.

Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting children's curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for
building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive, both in the EYFS and into Key Stage 1. These
three areas are the prime areas:

e Communication and Language
® Physical Development
® Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Children are also supported through the four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are
strengthened and applied:

Literacy

Mathematics
Understanding the World
Expressive Arts and Design

Throughout their time in the Reception Year our children partake in an ambitious curriculum which is
designed in a sequential way to ensure progress towards the end of Reception goals. These goals are defined
as the Early Learning Goals.

Weaving throughout the EYFS curriculum at Hillhouse CE Primary School are the three Characteristics of
Effective Learning. The three characteristics of effective teaching and learning are:



1. Playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’.
2. Active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties.

3. Creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas and
develop strategies for doing things.

‘What children learn is important, but how children learn is even more important if they are to become
learners in today’s society’ Helen Moylett How Children Learn, Nancy Stewart (2011)

Children are provided with a range of rich, meaningful first-hand experiences in which they can explore,
think creatively and be active. We aim to develop and foster positive attitudes towards learning, confidence,
communication and physical development.

PLANNING

Our planning has a sharp focus on the children’s needs, their interests and their stages of development. We
recognise that the seven areas of learning cannot be delivered in isolation and seek opportunities to make
links between them. We aim to deliver that curriculum through planned, purposeful play and present new
concepts in meaningful contexts that enable to children to build on what they already know.

Medium Term Planning — At Hillhouse CE Primary school, we deliver a creative curriculum, which is based
around a new topic each half term. Medium term planning shows the key learning experiences for each area
of the curriculum. However, we understand the need for our curriculum to be flexible, and we need to allow
for learning experiences to meet the needs and interests of the children.

Short Term Planning — Short term planning shows the learning opportunities that will be available over the
week. It includes differentiated adult led experiences, as well as showing how the learning environment will
be enhanced to support the independent learning of the children.

Effective Teaching and Learning — ‘Each area of learning and development must be implemented through
planned, purposeful play and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities’( EYFS Framework)

We encourage the children to play an active role in shaping their learning experiences. Adults engage in
discussions with the children and parents/carers alike, about what they are interested in, which skills they
would like to develop further and which resources they need to support their learning.

We aim to provide an attractive, challenging learning environment that offers high quality opportunities for
the children to learn through play, both indoors and outdoors. There is a range of ‘continuous provision’
available in the classroom, that is designed to offer open-ended, practical learning opportunities. The
children are supported to think creatively and imaginatively and explore with drive and purpose.

Activities are practical in nature and based on first hand experiences wherever possible. The children are
supported to develop problem-solving skills through open-ended tasks and opportunities.

At the heart of providing an effective learning environment is the relationships between the children and
adults; the communications and exchanges between the children and the adults; the supportive and
challenging nature of these relationships and exchanges; and having each child being central to our daily
experiences.

Learning Environment — We aim to create an attractive, welcoming and stimulating learning environment
which will encourage the children to explore, investigate and learn through first-hand experiences.

Practitioners regularly evaluate the effectiveness of the learning environment and make adaptations as
necessary to meet the learning needs and interests of the children.



INCLUSION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

We have a responsibility to ensure positive attitudes to diversity and difference. We can support each child’s
needs by:

Removing or helping to overcome barriers where these already exist;
Being alert to the early signs of needs that could later lead to difficulties and responding quickly and
appropriately, involving other agencies as required;

e Stretching and challenging all children

BEING ACTIVE

The children have access to an outdoor area, which provides a range of physical activities; communication
and language building activities and opportunities for literacy and numeracy. The children take part in 2 one
hour PE sessions each week.

FOOD AND DRINK

We provide snack in Reception. Snack time is a focal point of our mornings as it can support and develop
many key skills. Skills that are promoted include self-help skills, social skills, and fine motor skills. Likewise,
the foods on offer support healthy eating and promote good oral health.

OBSERVATIONS AND ASSESSMENT

At Hillhouse CE Primary School, we use a range of strategies to gather information about the children’s
learning and development and use this information to ensure that our planning meets the needs of all
learners.

Our interactions with the children are an integral part of our daily practice and ongoing assessment. The
most effective assessment happens ‘in the moment’ through high quality interactions. Responsive adults -
Practitioners tune into the children’s current interests and needs. Instead of stepping back to observe with a
clipboard, adults ‘step in’ to engage. Modelling - Adults assess the children’s understanding by modelling
language, skills, or behaviours and observing how the children respond, interact and apply these skills.
Extending and Challenging - Assessment involves identifying what a child knows and immediately checking if
they need support or can be challenged further. Teach - assess - teach cycle happens naturally as part of our
play based curriculum.

While daily assessment is informal and interaction-based, structured checkpoints ensure no child is left
behind. On Track vs Not On Track - At half termly intervals, practitioners use their knowledge of the children
to make a professional judgement. We ask ourselves, ‘Is the child where we expect them to be
developmentally?’ Addressing the gaps - When a child is flagged as ‘not on track’, the focus shifts
immediately to actions required. We Identify Barriers - Tailor Interventions - Adapt Planning.

In summary assessment, teaching and learning ‘involves practitioners knowing children’s level of
achievement and interest, and then to shape teaching and learning experiences for each child reflecting that
knowledge.’ (EYFS reforms early adopter framework)

In the Summer Term, we consider the 17 ELGS in the EYFS Profile to decide whether each child is working at

the expected level by the end of their Reception Year. Judgements against the ELGs are based upon ongoing

observations; all relevant records; discussions with parents and carers and the children; and any other adults
with whom the children come into contact with and can offer a useful contribution.

The results of the EYFS Profile are shared with the parents and carers, and there are opportunities for them
to meet with us to discuss this information.



At the end of the year, discussions happen with the Year 1 teachers about each child’s skills and abilities in
relation to the three key characteristics of effective learning. This helps to create a smooth transition and
assists with the planning of activities in Year 1.

THE ROLE OF PARENTS/CARERS

We recognise the central importance of parents/carers as children’s first educators. We believe they have a
significant role to play in the lifelong education of their child. We strive to create and maintain partnerships
with parents/carers as we recoghnise that together, we can have a significant impact on a child’s learning. We
welcome and actively encourage parents to participate in their child’s education and care in numerous ways.

Holding a parent information meeting before the children start school;

Talking to them about their child’s interests and needs during our home visits carried out each
September;

Being welcoming and approachable and having an open-door approach for parents to voice
concerns/ask questions;

Inviting them to a parent consultation in the Autumn and Spring Terms to discuss how their child has
settled and share progress and next steps for learning;

Valuing parents’ contributions;

Inviting parents into school our ‘Come and Learn With Us’ workshops;

Encouraging parents to read with their child at home and join us for reading events across the school
year.

Providing curriculum planning overviews for each topic, each term, highlighting how they can
support their child at home;

Inviting parents into school for ‘parent phonics’ sessions to demonstrate how we teach phonics and
help them support their child;

Welcoming parents as volunteers into our school and offer their expertise and experiences e.g.
Nurse, Firefighters, Bi lingual story telling etc;

Providing parents with an end of year summary report detailing achievements and their child’s EYFS
profile

COMMUNITY LINKS AND THE WIDER WORLD

We also draw on our links with the community to enrich children’s experiences by taking them on
outings and inviting members of the community into our setting to talk about their lives, work and
experiences.

Over the year, we arrange visits from members of the local community to support our topic work.
We arrange trips for the children within the local community, for example visiting the library, local
museum and local churches.

Film clips, non-fiction texts and artefacts are also used to introduce new concepts in real life
contexts.

We aim to develop the children’s awareness of other cultures, traditions and celebrations via our
extensive and broad RE curriculum.

TRANSITIONS




Transitions are carefully planned for and significant time is given to ensure continuity of learning and care. At
times of transition, we acknowledge the child’s needs and establish effective partnerships with those
involved with the child and other settings.

We work closely with our feeder settings to ensure that the children make a smooth transition to school. We
have contact with the pre-school settings throughout the years and invite them to make regular contact for
support and guidance. During the Summer Term we invite all local pre schools and schools to come together
and share information about each child moving on to us in September. It is a vital part of the transition
process to gain a greater understanding of our new intake.

We hold a transition meeting for the new parents in the Summer Term, where we outline daily routines and
expectations; we share key information with regards to starting school, offer tips to help them prepare their
child for school and have time to answer questions. The children are invited to a ‘stay and play’ session,
whereby they get the chance to spend 90 minutes exploring their new classroom and meeting their new
class teacher and teaching assistant. In September, we hold ‘home visits’ before the children start school to
gather information from the parents about the children and answer any questions that the parents may
have. This is a valuable time to talk 1:1 with the parents and the children.

Transition to Year 1

In the Summer Term, we begin a programme of transition to support the children with their move to Year 1.
This involves visits to the Year One Classrooms; discussions with the current Year One children; walks to look
at where the children will enter school and opportunities to ask any questions about the next school year.
We hold a ‘Move Up’ day, giving the children a chance to meet their new class teacher and new classroom.

BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT

Please refer to the school’s ‘Behaviour Management’ Policy

SAFEGURADING

Please refer to the school’s ‘Safeguarding Children’ Policy

ARRIVAL AND COLLECTION OF THE CHILDREN

Children can enter school from 8:30am. Parents must accompany the children to their class gate where they
can be met by the class teacher or teaching assistant. Each child is marked in on the day’s register by the
class teacher. Parents/Carers wait at the class gate when collecting their child at the end of the school day. If
a child needs to be collected during the school day, parents report to the school office.

Under no circumstance is a child allowed to leave with anyone other than a ‘named’ person, unless the
parents have given their verbal permission. If there are queries regarding a child’s collections, the class
teacher will contact the child’s parent/carer to discuss the situation with them.

OUTINGS

Written parental permission to take the children into the local environment is sought upon admission to the
school. Further permission is obtained for any other outings. Risk assessments are completed for each type
of outing.

KEY PERSON APPRAOCH

The class teacher is responsible for the well being of all of the children in their Reception class. All staff are
responsible for



Helping the children become familiar with the setting

Building relationships with the parents and carers

Responding sensitively to each child’s needs, feelings, ideas and behaviour
Ensuring that the learning opportunities on offer meet the needs of each child.

PROMOTING AWARENESS OF DANGERS AND HOW TO STAT SAFE

We encourage the children to take an active role in ensuring their own safety and involve them in
discussions about health and safety issues.

RISK ASSESSMENTS

In addition to the school’s risk assessment, daily risk assessments are completed in Reception to ensure that
any hazards are identified and managed before the children enter the classroom.



